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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


LECTURES ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 
LECTURE I. INTRODUCTORY. 


To catechise is to teach by the voice, being derived from a Greek 
word which signifies to utter sound. To catechise commonly means to 
teach, by question"and answer. And the original of the word to cate- 
chise favors this meaning, for it literally means echo. Our English word 
echo is derived from the same word that catechise is, and we all know 
an echo is an answer to the sound uttered. ‘This method of teaching 
will stand the test of examination and reflection, and it is approved by 
the experience of wise men of all times and countries; by the wisdom 
of our Church, and what is of more consequence, by holy Scripture. Is a 
vindication of this reasonable, venerable, ecclesiastical, scriptural cus- 
tom intended—it may be asked why, what occasion can there be for 
such a defence? JI reply it is useful, (in particular for the rising gene- 
ration,) to look at the foundation of our customs that we may not be 
tempted to give them up, and that we may value them more and more, 
Besides, is catechising in our day as highly estimated, and as generally, 
and carefully used, as it was by our fathers? Is the office of a catechist 
honored, sought fur, delighted in as it should be, as it has been in better 
times? Are the number of the catechised as many as ought to be? Are 
there not children, baptized children, for whom a solemn pledge on this 
subject has’ been made, who have seldom, perhaps never been cate 
chised? And where the duty is not neglected, are not the young too 
soon withdrawn from it, as if they were sufficiently instructed, and too 
old to profit any louger by line upon line, and precept upon precept? 
Where are the classes of adult Catechumens, as in the best, the early 
days of tue Church? Where can we find the treatises or go to hear 
the lectures vindicating, explaining, recommending the Church Cate- 
chism, such as marked the scriptural learning, the spiritual discernment, 
and the elevate:! piety of former ages? Surely, there is occasivn to 
speak of the utility of the catechetical mode of instruction—to magnify 
the office of the catechiser—to persuade not children only, but all who are 
“babes in Christ,” (and how many are,) to submit perseveringly to be cate- 
chised ; and finally to dwell on the excellencies of our Church Catechism. 
Why should we set a high value on the exercise of catechising ? 
Because, in the first place, it is a mode of teaching eminently adapted 
to the capacity, and the condition of the little informed mind. I do not 
say the uninformed, but the little informed, because, as it respects the 
uneducated, the teacher can adopt no method of imparting knowledge 
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which promises so great a degree of success aa that of interchanging 
‘ideas. Does he preach, he may fail to gain at all, or to retain their a. 


































tention,-—he may utter words or phrases utterly unintelligible, and there le 
i$ NO Opportunity to enquire into their meaning,—his sentiments may m 
be misunderstood, and rw jected because they are,—his sermon may be le 
too long for some, aud too shortd@or others of this class of hearers. Noy tl 
in catechising all these disadvantages are escaped. There must be n 
attention, for the question is personal, and if it be not gained at first, the d 
teacher deoe not prucee ‘d till he has gained it, and whe n he is with one | 4 
of the pupils the curiosity of the whole is doubly awakened by the eu. §& ( 
quirer and the answer. Is thé®question not understood, or misunder- ( 
stood, it is corrected at once, and while all are benefited by the changed 
language, instruction is most impressively imparted to the one who had ‘ 
been in darkness, or in doubt. The catechiser perceives almost at a 
glance the capacity, and the degree of attainment of the pupil, and ot | 


course breaks up his question, varies its language,*or changes it alto- | 
gether to make it suit him. Nature suggests this mode of imparting 
information, for ihe earliest endeavors of the mother are to make the 
mind of the child act, by first asking, and then telling, when necessary 
what the thing is. The hill of know.edge can be ascended only, step aftr 
step. But catechising has this exclusive adv antage,—it does not attempt 
to pass to the second 1 step, till the first bas been gained, and more, a se- 
cure footing had upon it. But why should I say any thing further on 
the “rationale” of the proceeding, or the way by which the effect is 
produced. Is not that mode of teaching of course to be preferred which 
has been found to be the most successful? There are only three method 
by which one man can assist another to acquire religious knowledge, 
viz: Books, addresses, and eatechising. Books are inapplicable not 
only to those who cannot read, but ¢o those who have no taste for reading, 
and they are a vast majority of thelhhuman race. An address, or preaching, 
is inapplicable to those large classes,—the inattentive, the dull of under- 
standing, and the very ignorant, who comprehend not any other than the 
simple language of colloquy. But setting these considerations aside, 
let us suppose that the sermon is patiently listened to unto the end, and 
is well understood, still eatechising has this additional advantage—it 
requires the thought which had been floating in the mind to be embodied 
in language, and thus clears it of mist, and fixes it in the memory. As 
. it respects the majority of mankind, then catechising is the preferable 
mode. We are not disparaging other modes. But we are claiming that 
this of catechising should have its proper place of equality, if not supe- 
riority. To othe: modes it is almost an indispensable auxiliary. Would 
you profit by preaching? Must not the catechising precede it to teach 
you the meaning and force of scriptural words? Must uot the founda- 
if tion be first laid, the elements be learned before we can embrace the 
higher doctrines,—the milk be used until the strong meat can be 
digested. 

Catechising then is recommended by reflection and experience, and 
now we remark, in the second place, that the voice of the wise and good 
of the past and the present time is decidedly in favor of this mode of 
tuaching. It was so highly approved, and constantly used, by the most 
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eminent of heathen sages, that it was called the Socratic method of 
reasoning and instruction. Modern Teachers, so far as secular know- 
ledve is concerned, are returning more and more to the use of thes 
mode of instruction, as the lyceum system shews. And sucli is its adap- 
tation to the purposes of the teacher of religion, (who has to do with 
the affectivns and not only the understanding,) that “it has been com- 
mended,” says Shepherd, * by individuals and societies who have widely 
differed on other points—ancients and moderns, i uropeans, Asiatics and 
Africans, Greeks and Latins, Papists and Protestants, Lutherans and 
Calvinists, the Church of England and Dissenters.” The Bishops of 
our Church have been particular in recommending it. “ Great scholars,” 
said Archbishop Usher,) ‘“ possibly may think that it stands not so well 
with their credit to stoop thus low, and to spend so much of their time 
in teaching these rudiments and first principles of the doctrines of Christ. 
But they should consider that the laying of the foundation skilfully, as 
it is the matter of greatest importance in the whole building, so it is the 
very master-piece of the wisest builder. The neglecting of ¢his, is the 
frustating of the whole work of the ministry.”’ Archbishop Secker says: 
“Neither private life can be happy, nor the public wellare secured for 
any long time, without the belief of the doctrines and observance of 
the duties of Christianity, for which Catechisiemg the young and igno- 
rant lays the firmest foundation.”” Bishop Wilson of Sodor and Man, 
(remarks Bishop Doane,*) having established catechising as the general 
usage of the Churches, after prayers in the afternoon, instead of a ser- 
mon, refused permission, in a single instance, to depart from this ar- 
rangement, on the ground that he considered it of more use to the souls 
both of the learned and the ignorant than the very best sermon from the 
pulpit. And in a Charge delivered in his eighty-fifth year, he states 
his opinion, as “ A truth not to be questioned, that the plainest sermon 
for the pulpit will not be understood, nor profit any who has not been 
well instructed in the principles of Christianity contained in the Church 
Catechism.” ‘ These,’ he continues, ‘ are foundation principles, and 
such as every pastor of souls is obliged to explain, as he hopes ever to 
do good by his other sermons and labors. We say to explain, not only 
in set.discourses from the pulpit, but in a plain familiar manner, where 
questions may be asked, and things explained, so as buth old and young 
mmay be edified. Preaching will always be our duty, but of litde use, 
to those who understand not the meaning of the words which we make 
use of in our sermons, as, God knows, too many must be supposed to 
do for want of being instructed in their younger years.” ‘ There is no 
employment in the world,” says Bishop Hall, “ wherein God’s minis- 
ters can employ themselves so profitably as in this of plain and familiar 
Catechism. What is a building without a foundation! Lf this ground 
work be not surely laid, all their divine discourses lie but upon shifting 
sand,” * * ° ‘* The most useful of all preaching is cate- 
chetical ; this being the ground, the other raiseth the walls and roof,— 
this informs the judgment, that stirs up the affections. What good use 
18 there of those affections that run before the judgment? Or of those 


* To his excellent Charge we are indebted for many quotations in this Lecture 











132 Catechising. [ July 


walls that want a foundation?, For my part, I have spent the preaz>; 
half of my life in this station of our holy service; 1 thank God, no, 
unpainfully nor unprofitably. But there is no one thing of which | re. 
pent so much, as not to have spent more hours in this public exercise of 
Catechism ; in regard whereof 1 would quarrel with my very sermons. 
and wish that a great part had b@@n exchanged for this preaching cop. 
ference.” ‘In most country parishes,” says the present Bishop of Lop. 
don, “a catechetical examination of young persons, interspersed with 
judicious illustrations and remarks, will be of greater benefit to the 
congregation than a second sermon.” “ With respect to the cateche. 
tical institntion of youth,” says Bishop Jebb, ‘I would remind you that 
it was the primitive method; employed by the Apostles and their im. 
mediate followers, and in after ages by the whole succession of the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, for training up and organizing the com. 
munity of Christians in sound principles of faith, in the love of God 
and man, and in purity of life and conversation. It is observable 
accordingly, that in exact proportion as Catechising has been prac. 
tised or neglected, the public faith and morals have been seen {o 
flourish or decline ;” and it is not too much to say, that next to an 
established liturgy, and beyond all prescribed confessions of faith, 
the single ordinance of catechetical institution has, under Proyi.- 
dence, been the great stay and support throughout christendom of 
orthodox, unwavering Catholicity.”” ‘* The Catechism, with a familiar 
explanation of it, adapted to the instruction of uninformed adults, as 
well as of children, I should be disposed to say,’’ remarks Dean Pear- 
son, “ might be equally beneficial as, if not more su than, a second ser- 
mon—for it affords the opportunity of giving scriptural information of 
too elementary and familiar a kind, to be admitted into discourses from 
the pulpit.”’ ‘** Catechising,”’ says Bishop White, “ is a work much more 
useful to the instructed than what is understood under the name of 
preaching; although not opening a like field for the ingenuity or elo- 
quence of the teacher.” “I earnestly recommend,” (says Bishop Otey 
in his Charge to the Clergy 1837,) ‘to each of you, and through you to 
each parent and head of a family in your Congregations, a faithful and 
diligent instruction, of all the members of our Communion, in the Cate- 
chism of our Church.” 

But not only men elevated by their wisdom, piety and station have 
recommended this method of instruction, for 1 have to remark, in the 
third place, the Church has enjoined it. Her wisdom may well claim 
our deference, and her authority, (unless indeed it should be contra- 
dicted by the higher authority of the word of God,) is binding upon the 
conscience. Now one of the earliest directions respecting children, at 
the very time when they are first brought under the care of the Church, 
at their baptism, is this; ‘‘ Ye (that is ye Sponsors) are to take care 
that this child be sufficiently instructed in the Church Catechism.” “In 
the title to that form of sound words we are told “It is to be learned 
“by every person before he be brought to be Confirmed.” The Mr 
nister of every Parish shall (so teaches the Rubric) diligently examine 
children in this Catechism. The twenty-eighth Canon of our Church 
enjoins that he “ shall not only be diligent in instructing the children 
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“the Catechism, but also, by stated catchetical lectures and instruction be 
« diligent in informing them as to the doctrines, constitution and liturgy of 
“the Church ;” that is, he is to apply the catchetical mode ot teaching, 
pot only in the way first named, but also in explaining the liturgy, 
and the government of the Church. And here Jet me remark, that 
our Ministers are very much indebted for assistance in this duty to 
our Sunday School Union in supplying such books as questions on the 
juurgy, the collects, epistles and gospels, to which we trust will be 
added questions on the lessons, on the articles, and on all the offices in 
our Prayer Book. The law for the other persons concerned is equally 
as explicit as we have seen it to be for Sponsors and Ministers. “ All 
fathers, mothers, masters and mistresses shall cause their children, ser- 
yants and apprentices who have not learned their Catechism to come to 
the Church and to be ordered by the Minister until such time as they 
have learned ail that is here appointed for them to learn.” 

The Canons of the Church of England are to the same effect. There 
js one dated 750 in which every Priest is required diligently 
to insinuate into the people committed to his charge the Lord’s 
Prayer, and Ten Commandments. Another of 1559, says: “ Every 
Parson upon every holy day and second Sunday, for half an hour at the 
least, shall teach the Catechism.” In an order issued in 1622 we read, 
“That those Preachers be most encouraged and approved (i. e. by their su- 
periors) who spend their afternoon’s exercise in the examination of chil- 
dren in their Catechisms, and in expounding the several points and 
heads of the Catechism, which is the most ancient and laudable cus- 
tom of teaching in the Church of England.” But the injunctions of 
the holy Catholic Church on our subject have a much earlier date than 
any we have quoted, for we are told on good authority, that “It was 

rincipally by catechising that the religion of Jesus was spread over the 
tome. world,”* and the Apostolic Church planted ; ‘and that Clemens 
Alexandrianus, Heraclias, Bishop of Alexandria, Origen and St. Paul 
himself taught with great success by this mode.”’ 

I have to remark in the fourth place, that Catechising is enjoined in 
the holy Scriptures. Even if no positive command on the subject could 
be adduced, it would be quite sufficient to show that teachers acting 
under divine inspiration, such teachers as the Prophets of the old and 
the Apostles of the new dispensation used or approved of it. But let 
us search the Scriptures on the point. While man was innocent, his 
Maker instructed him by speaking to him; by the mode of address. But 
when he became a fallen creature, the first lesson was in the form of 
question and answer—a mode of instruction may we not say emi- 
nently well adapted to probe the conscience and to detect, and expose the 
decitfulness of the heart. It was by the same mode of interrogation that 
Ananias and Sapphira were made to fee] most impressively their great 
guilt. Here then we have examples of the inspired teacher St. Peter, 
and also of the heavenly teacher himself in of the method of 
which we are now discoursing. Conversation on religion, (which to say 
the least resembles Catechising,) was enjoined on the Hebrew parent. 


” Hegesippus and Archdeacon Baily, quoted by Bishops Mant and Doane. 
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‘¢ [t shall come to pass when your children shall say unto you, what 
**mean ye by this service : That ye shall say, it is the sacrifice of the 
“ Lord’s Passover,”—and is recommended by the example of our Re. 
deemer, who in the temple sat “in the midst of the doctors, both hear. 
q ing them and asking them questions.” Catechising is pl: sinly referred 
to in that precept ‘Thou shalt teach the words of God dilige ntly unto 
“thy children, and shalt éa/é of them when thou settest in “thy house, 
‘‘and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
“when thou risest up,” in ¢hat, ‘precept must be upon precept 
“precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little and 
‘there a little,” and in ¢hat, “ Train up a child in the way he should 
go,’ our translaters in the margin have put the word “ Catechise.” 
thereby declaring their opinion that it might as properly be rendered 
“ Catechise a child,” &c. The Jews unto this day, says Hooker, have 
their catechism called Lekach Tob. The words * instructed and teach,” i 
in several places in the New Testament literally mean catechised and | 
catechise, so that St. Luke may be correctly understood as saying, “ the 
things wherein thou hast been catechised.”’ ‘ This man was catechised 
in the way of the Loid;” and St. Paul in like manner, “ being cate. P 
chised out of the law.” ‘I had rather speak five Words with my un- 
derstanding that I might catechise others also, than ten thousand words 
in an unknown tongue.” Instruction is the general expre sion for con- 
veying information. ‘There are three modes, or methods of doing this, 
one is by an epistle, another by preaching, a third by catechising, All 
three modes were used in the primitive Church by the inspired teachers, 
and it may not always be mentioned when this, when that, when the 
other mode of instruction was applied. 
To the question then why should we highly estimate catechising, this 
is our answer. It is recommended by reflection on the nature of the Z 
human mind; and by long experience; by wise and holy men of al! % 
times; by the Church of God, and by his Scriptures. 
A few brief hints connected with our general subject will be appro- 
riate—and first as to the proper catechisers. The Church hath thought ; 
good to call to this office parents, sponsors and Ministers, and impliedly 
Sunday School Teachers and Instructors of youth in general. The 
head of a School holds to his pupils a sort of parental relation. He is 
the guardian not merely of the understanding, but of the character of 
the youth committed to his charge. He is a sponsor to society for their 
good conduct. He will not be satisfied with assisting them to become 
good scholars, he will aim at the higher purpose of making them good | 
men. Directly, or indirectly, or both, he will endeavor to instil those : 
moral and religious principles which are the foundation of character. : 
And he can adopt no better method, than stated, oft repeated cateche- 
tical instruction. ‘The Sunday School Teacher of reflection and expe- 
rience will of course value our Church Catechism, and as his proper f 
province is to assist the Minister (a helper he is called in the Bible) in | 
the department respecting the young and least informed, so he will pre- 
fer the mode of teaching which the Church prefers. A Sunday School 
Teacher may properly address the class, but it will be in the form of 
conversation rather than of a lecture or exhortation, and his time wi); 
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be chiefly spent in the painstaking duty of questions an answers and 
the explanations of them. Personal attention to catechising on the part 
of the Minister will not be relinquished, however excellent his Sunday 
School Teachers, or however careful parents and sponSors may be, for 
it brings the young into familiar acquaintance with him, and so cherishes 


*his influence with them, and a new reason exists in the fact that he 1s 


here rearing aclass to act at some future day as well qualified Sponsors 
and Sunday School Teachers, and in domestic relations. As to the pro- 
per persons to be catechised, we remark, they are the uninformed in 
general. It is a mistake that this method, and that wise Church Cate- 
chism are adapted only for children. ‘* We wish (say authorities of the 
Church of England) this instruction to be given not only to the children, 
but to the young persuns who are growing up, that the asiduity of the 
children may be stimulated by ¢/eir presence.’’* It is to be regretted 
therefore that children are too soon withdrawn from catechetical instruc- 
tion. They ought to remain at it, at least until they are confirmed, and 
indeed after their confirmation, how many (although they he advanced 
in life) might advantageously, as did grown persons in the early Church, 
seek from their Minister instruction in this formulary, and after this man- 
ner. Our Church would encourage this return to primitive practice, 
for many of the catechisms lately set forth under her authority by our 
Sunday School Union, are obviously better adapted to youth and grown 
persons than to little cluldren. The Bible classes too in many of our 
Churches are composed of grown persons, and if the instruction in 
them was chiefly in the form of catechising, we are certain their effi- 
ciency would be thereby essentially advanced. As to the proper place, 
and time and manner of catechising, the Rubric directs it shall be done 
in the Church; upon Sundays and holy days, or some other convenient 
occasions, (as prayer days for example,) and ‘ openly,” that is in the 
presence of the congregation, and of course in their hearing also. In 
the English Church the designated hour was after the second lesson 
of the evening service. The intention was that not the catechised only, 
but all the congregation might have the advantage of hearing the Cate- 
chism and the accompanying exposition of the Minister. Some persons 
am@gng us are in the habit of remaining when the Catechism is recited; 
and there are very few who might not do so, to their benefit, in the cor- 
recting,of error, the receiving information, the warming the affections, 
and the stirring up the conscience to the pursuit of the one thing 
needful. Some have said ‘‘ They were thankful for the opportunity of 
picking up information without the shame or the trouble of asking for 
it”t—* that they reaped greater benefit from it than from Sermons.” 
On the point of the proper manner of catechising let me add, it should 
not be a mere memory exercise. Herbert, (a name of high authority 
in the Church,) says, ‘“ When all have learned the words, it is the most 
useful way to go over the Catechism in other words, for many say it by 
rote without ever piercing into the serse of it.” To enable him to ex- 
ercise the judgment of his scholars, the catechiser will have to qualify 
himself to explain both words and thoughts, to break up the questions, 


* Quoted in Bishop Doane’s Charge. t Bishop Doane’s Charge. 
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to vary their language and to amplify their ideas; he must be a diligey, 
student in the Catechism before he can be a competent teacher of + 
His is an arduous officer which,’ says Bishop Law, “ perhaps requires 
the greatest pains and skill of any part of the whole ministerial fyye. 
tion,’—and it has been well remarked, “ A boy may preach, but it takes 
a man to catechise.” | 

To conclude. In her solicitude on this great subject, the Church has 
we have seen, instructed us not only as to the obligation, but as to the 
persons by whom, and the place, the time, and the manner. The per. 
sons whom she calls to her aid in bringing souls to Christ, and in training 
them for holiness and for happiness,.are the Christian society in gener. 
al, for it is the duty of each and every member to seek to increase the 
number of their members, and to provide for their spiritual health ang 
growth,—but more particularly parents, sponsurs, ministers, and their 
lay assistants. The sacred house, the divinely appointed place for the 
meeting of the Church is emphatically the school for all—the ma. 
ture and the young. The time of education is the whole life—the 
first lesson is given in infancy at Baptism, the second at Catechising, 
the third at Confirmation. And these lessons are repeated on each oc- 
casion of public worship and holy communion, unto the end of life, 
The manner of teaching is by signs, as in the Sacraments and the laying 
on of hands—and by words, as in catechising, reading the Bible, and 
preaching. May her system be highly estimated, and it will be more 
and more as it is understood and tried—may it be generally used in faith 
and with prayer, and we doubt not that God, even our own God, for 
Christ’s sake, will give it his blessing, make it available to our pardon 
and peace, our sanctification and hope, our salvation and glory, through 
the same Jesus Christ our Redeemer and Advocate. 

Note —The Bible Class, what is it, (and it is its chief merit) buta 
class instructed in the catechetical mode. Instead of being instructed 
by sermons or lectures, they are by questions proposed by the Minister, 
who is the catechiser, and answered by the members of the class, they 
having previously read and reflected on the subject. “ Instruction 
“ gradually imparted,” says Bishop Whately, “ line upon line, precept 
“upon precept, here a little and there a little,’’ is not so well calculated, 
indeed, to produce a strong excitement, at the moment, as a display of 
florid eloquence, but is more likely to lead a well disposed Miearer to 
take an interest in the study of the Scriptures, which will then, through 
the divine blessing, have their own proper effects. But let it ever be 
remembered, the catechiser and the catechised are not to change pla- 
ces, that is, questions are not publicly to be proposed by the members 
of the class, nor the remarks of the Minister discussed by them; other- 
wise the meeting degenerates into a debating club. “I always there- 
fore,” says Bishop Whately, “ directed my parishioners to apply to me 
singly aud in private, if any of them wished a fuller explanation of any 
thing that had been said, or a solution of difficulties. I always took 
care to keep clear of any thing that could lead to an altercation, or t 
that sort of confusion and rivalry which the Apostle Paul deprecates in 
the meetings of the Corinthian Christians: When ye come together, 

every one of you hath an interpretation, &c.” 


=, RE. 





a 
: 





‘“ The Church of England,” 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


“THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.” 


Messrs. Editors,—The article in the New-York Review for April, on 
“the present state of che Church of England,” so far as it affords testi- 
mony, evidently from one who has visited that country, of the ——v 
and large usefulness of its Church, must be gratifying to all Churchmen. 
But it is submitted, whether the following statements are sustained by 
history; and attention is invited to them, because as some persons fall 
into the error of being blind to what is good in the present, so there 
are others who can see nothing but what is inferior in the past. 
“From a state of great depression in spiritual character and zeal for 
“Christ, she is raised up to newness of life, energy and activity, so that 
“a new spirit to confess the Saviour and promote his Gospel, appears 
“in her laity; and her chief seminaries of learning are leavened with 
“a great increase of love for the truth in its simplicity, and of zeal for its 
“ maintenance and publication, while her ministers are seen, in numbers 
“and a devotedness of spirit wnexampled in her history, &c.’ * * “It 
“is very manifest that the advancement of the Church of England of 
“late years, in expansive benevolence and zealous activity for the ia- 
“terests of true religion, has been exceedingly great; that in no pre- 
“ vious period of her history, has she been found in a condition any way 
“near so spiritual, so enlightened, so effectively engaged in the great 
“ work entrusted to her, of preserving, defending and spreading Chris- 
“tianity at home and abroad.” * * ‘It has been remarkably a 
“ revival of religion among the clergy.’”’ Now let me invite attention to 
the words I have italicized ; and ask whether it be so, that the laity now 
or for 30 or 40 years back, are so vastly superior in zeal to their prede- 
cessors,;—-whether Oxford and Cambridge are more decidedly “for Christ 
and his‘Church” than they have been from the beginning —whether the 
zeal of the Church for the last half century is “ unexampled in her his- 
tory”—whether her spiritual advancement “ at no previous period” has 
been “any way near” what it has been “of late years?” I confess 
wheal remember the long line of Bishops and Saints, and the Martyrs, 
i who callthe two great Universities their Alma Mater—when I look at 

my sh and see the labors of the profound theologians and holy men 
of past , Who were ministers and members of the Church of Eng- 
land—when I remember that those laymen, Newton, Locke, Boyle, 
Nelson, and many others who might be named, who have blessed man- 
kind by their pious writings and examples, were not “ of late years,” I 
cannot see the ground for the sweeping assertions above quoted. It 
cannot be denied there have been periods, when the spiritual condition 
of the Church of England has been depressed, as there have been when 
it has revived and flourished. But to make the period of depression a 
long tract of former ages, and of advancement the last 30 years, or half 
century, or whole century, is another matter. 

Again we quote: ‘“‘ We have heard it said by a leading dissenting 
‘Minister, that in @ certain class of the Clergy of the Church, there is a 
“ purity, elevation, and consistency of character, surpassing those of any 
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“other set of men to be found in the English Ministry.” Dr. J. Py, 
Smith, another dissenting minister, has said, ‘ the increase of vital pic, 
“in the Established Church, within the Jast 40 years, has been propor 
“tionately, and comparing the measure of advantages, greater th, 
“among us.” Itis a question, how far a dissenting minister is qualific; 
to judge of the comparative merits of two classes of the Clergy, ong 
class of which is considered as leaning to a preference of his own theolp. 
gical views and ecclesiastical usages. Butat was discreet in the othe, 
dissenting minister to decide in favor of our Church, compared with }: { 
own, rather than of the present state compared with former states «: 
our Church. OLD SCHOOL, 









FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. : 
as é 
LARGE CHURCHES. 


Messrs. Editors:—In St. Paul’s Cathedral, (London,) says a |ate 
traveller, “though we sat near the middle of the nave, we could no: 
“ hear the most indistinct sound of the voice of the Archbishop as |, 
“conducted the prayers.” ‘To make churches so large, that the ma 
rity connot hear, is certainly injudicious. But of course in a lary 
church some may not hear, and the greater number will not hear as con. 
veniently as they would in a small one. The few who do not hear may. 
notwithstanding, be benefited by the instruction and the impression whic) 
are received through the eyes, and by the reflections suggested by their 
being in the house of God. They who hear imperfectly will find much 
relief in the use of their Prayer Books and Bibles, which will enab\ 
them to follow the Minister both in the devotions and in the most impor. 
tant part of his instructions, that which comes from the reading the pur 
word of God in the Lessons, the Epistle and Gospel, the Psalins and tly 
Commandments. When our churches are not filled, and they seldom are 
entirely su, why might not those at a distance when the Sermon com- 
mences draw near to the pulpit? Would any one object to a vacant 
seat in his pew being occupied occasionally by those who desire to hear 
the Sermon? The advantages of /arge churches are many, and valoa))!: 
and for the sake of these; the disadvantages, one of which undoubted! 
is the hearing less distinctly, ought to be acquiesed in, or raghier cheer- 
‘fully met. The sweet and the bitter; the fragrant and the Jiecabie 
the savoury and the unsavory are mingled together in this imperfect 
state of being, and there is a call for contentment; and gratitude, yea 
for gladness, when the balance is in favor of the agreeable and the 
good. The writer above quoted thus adverts to two advantages of 4 
spacious church. ‘ When the combined voices of the children in the 
responses, rolled in an indistinct but rich volume of sound through the 
lofty dome, and the organ poured its mellow tones over the great as- 
sembly, the effect was overpowering, and his heart must have been har¢ 
indeed, and the fountain of his tears dried up, who could resist the 
appeal. It was aspectacle of unmixed sublimity—nothing little or out 
of keeping to destroy the power of its influence.” 





P. M. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE CHRISTIAN. 


How happy is the Christian’s lot! how contented here, how blest 
hereafter! What though troubles and trials assail him, and dangers and 
quicksands surround him—what though called upon to suffer the loss of 
friends, of property, and “the ills which flesh is heir too’’—he knows 
that his Heavenly Father careth for him, and will not suffer a hair of 
his head to be injured. His trust is in God, and he is ever ready to 
say—“* Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him!’ And when called 
upon to pass through “‘ the valley of the shadow of death,” he can look 
undismayed upon the dark billows which threaten to engulph him; for 
he beholds his Saviour with open arms ready to receive him, and at- 
tendant Angels waiting to conduct his soul to the regions of bliss No 
terrors cau alarm, no fears can deterhim. He knows that his Redeemer 
liveth, and is ever ready to make intercession for him. Be mine the 
Christian’s hope, the»Christian’s faith. God grant that J may realize 
these unspeakable delights. 


“‘O the sweet sound the promise gives— 
I know that my Redeemer lives.” 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


REPORT TO THE LADIES MANAGERS OF THE CHARLESTON P. E, 
DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY, UP TO MAY 20, 183s. 


Respected Ladies:—Your Missionary has visited, during the past 
year, more than 700 times, at 152 houses; from the inmates of which 
about 80 families and 20 individuals of whites, and 6 families of colored 
persons, (making in all about 300 persons,) may be said to be habitually 
attendant at St. Stephen’s Chapel; besides perhaps half as many more, 
who are there occasionally, though not under his pastoral charge. Sun- 
day School Teachers, 14 ; children, white, 89 ; colored 39—total, 128. 
Baptisms, of whites, 2 adults, and 22 children; of colored, 3 children 
—total, 27. Marriages, 6 whites, and 4 colored—total, 10. Burials, 
9 whi d 3 colored—total, 12. Confirmed, 9 whites, and 1 colored 
—totaly20. Communicants added, 23 whites, and 1 colored; died and 
removed, 9; present number, 66 whites, and 6 colored—total, 72. At 
the close of the third year of his employment in your service, your 
Missionary is happy that the account of his stewardship may be, he 
thinks, more than usually encouraging. ‘The Lord, it would seem, has 
given token of being with us, shielding us by his providence and bless- 
ing us with his grace. We are called to thank Him for sparing our 
Chapel; and from sad experience of the injury to us from a former 
loss, we should be only the more grateful that now, when the evils to 
result would have been peculiarly afflicting and difficult to remedy, He 
has, by a kind interposition, stayed the plague at our very doors, teach- 
iug His people to make a better use (as it is to be hoped they will) of 
the favor shewn them. Nor may we refuse to see His kindness even in 
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the latc chastising; for, heavily though it has fallen on the members of 

this Congregation, (20 families being burnt out,) good, we trust, has a). 

ready resulted from the kind feeling thus excited, shewing itself in th, 

contribution of $140 from among themselves for their suffering brethrey 

Large quantities of clothing have also been sent in, some from the sam, 

-gource, but most of the supply from other friends, enabling us to dist;). 
bute from the Chapel upwards of 1300 garments to about 43 families. 

in many of which, the persons relieved by this timely aid, were withoy; 

a single change of raiment for themselves or their children. And hence. 

in view of the influence of this event not only on those immediate), 

affected by it, but also on all whose sympathy has been enlisted in their be. 

half we may look, that the spiritual welfare of the people under your )\\.. 

sionary’s care will be rather promoted than retarded,—and that, taug}; 

by this how affectionate are the ties of Christian charity which bind 

them to each other, and how entire is their dependance on a higher 

Power for success in even their worldly affairs, they will be drawn the 

more closely together, alike in the unity of faith and in the bond of 

peace. Indeed, a change in general for the better has, we would faiy 

believe, been going on among them—and the symptoms of it have 

cheered the heartyof their Pastor. I have had the pleasure of seeing 

more persons commonly present on Sunday, and some have attended 

during the week, at the chief Fasts and Festivals, the Chapel having 

been opened, this year, for the first time, in observance of most of these 

days—but we must still regret that the attendance has been so small, 

except on Sundays, and even then that the proportion of males has been 

scarcely larger than it used to be. The interest, however, felt, on all of 

these occasions, has seemed to be greater, and to extend to some bith. 

erto careless. Eyes, heretofore wandering, have in some cases beer 

caught and fixed—knees long stubborn been bent in prayer, and tears 

have been seen on the cheeks of more than one hitherto unmoved; 

while instances have occurred of persons persuaded of late, after years 

of absence, to come again to the Lord’s House—and the belief may be 

indulged that a few have yielded to the persuasions of His Spirit and 

been brought by His Grace into the number of His faithful children. 
A higher value appears to be set on the privileges held out by your 
Mission. Prayers, | have been assured, were offered, fervently, and by 

more than one of the Congregation, that onr place of worship, might 

be preserved during the late calamity,—and the expressions, since, of 
joy at its safety, have seemed to cume from the heart. The numbers, 
(as you may perceive by the preceding statement,) has been unusually 
large of persons coming forward to avail themselves of its means 0 
e,—and the prospect is that several more will soon be welcomed to 

the table of the Lord. Let me entreat your prayers that, coming in 
penitence and faith, they may walk worthy of their profession; and 
that, moved by their example, others still backward, especially of those 
who have “ with one consent been making excuse,’ may be no longet 
ashamed of their crucified Saviour,—so that, in your Missionary’s next 
report he may not have to regret again that since his connexion with the 
Chapel not a single male among the white persons has professed himself 
a Christian,—and that of the grown persons under his charge more thea 
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half are living in neglect of their Lord’s last injunction, -there being 
about 100 who do not commune. 

The Bible Class, conducted until lately on the plan before reported, 
has been exchanged for an Expository Lecture on the portion of Scrip- 
ture, which is to be taught to the Sunday School on the next Sunday,— 
it being found that from the want of commentaries and of time, and 
from diffidence in answering, most of the members of the Congrega- 
tion were unwilling to attend—whereas, the questioning being dispen- 
sed with, there will be, it is hoped, no such hindrance in the way, 80 
that any who fee] disposed may avail themselves of this opportunity of 
searching the Scriptures. . 

I have still to lament the condition of the Sunday School, for, though 
the female department is flourishing under its excellent ‘Teachers, the 
want is distressingly felt of more, both of Teachers and of pupils, in 
the male School,—nor do I see any prospect of a change for the better 
—indeed matters in this respect are growing worse and worse; and | 
am seriously afraid that the effort of controlling and instructing the 
boys, unless better Sustained, must be abandoned, to the infinite regret 
of all who value their souls, and to the fatal injury of many of the ob- 
jects of your benevolence. ‘The Male School has in fact dwindled al- 
ready almost to nothing, there being seldom more than 8 or 10 (besides 
those in the Infant Class) present at any one time, and the instruction 
even of these being unhappily too irregular to keep up their interest. We 
cannot but tremble for the consequences to our mission, and to the com- 
munity, when these boys grow to be men; nor can we look in such case for 
any thing better than that the indifference, already so prevalent, will be 
continued from father to son—while, on the other hand, if ever the evil 
now so lamented is to be corrected, the amendment, we may be ‘sure, 
must begin among the young. Would that a remonstance on this behalf 
could be made to reach the hearts of parents! Would that among our 
pious Laymen some could be induced to give their thoughts and their 
prayers, and their personal efforts to this good work !—and happy shall 
your Missionary be if this appeal, meeting the eye of any who love the 
Lord and the lambs of His flock, many be the means of moving even 
one to come with food for these precious souls. The field here for 
Christians to cultivate is wide, and the work to be done in it requires 
in d laborious exertion. Hundreds and thousands of childreh, 
white @s well as colored, are running wild in our streets even on Sun- 
day, in almost heathenish ignorance, and among those more enlightened 
the aversion to religion and the struggle against restraint are painful in- 
dications of what is likely to be their spirit in maturer years. Indeed there 
has evidently gone forth even among children a pride of spirit and a self- 
conceit threatening to place them above control, and to lead them here- 
after to set at defiance even the Lord, who bought them—nor can ruin 
to their souls, and agony to their relatives be averted, unless an united 
effort be made to bring these little ones, betimes, into captivity to 
Christ. Blessed therefore shall he be, who lends his aid to this which 
is second to none of the objects of Missionary benevolence—nor should 
our entreaties cease till the lack of service thus severely felt be abun- 
dantly supplied, and teachers, male as well as female, come to the help of 
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the Lord. Silene 120 children of the Congregation, only about 50 are 


connected withthe Sunday School, but I am not without hope that pa- 
rents generally will yet avai! themselves much more extensively of this 
useful institution,—nor can | rest from pressing this subject on their 
attention, until every lamb of the flock be brought by this means, at 
proper age, into near and kind connexion with the Pastor. 
he claims of Missions have been presented repeatedly to the Cop- 
gregation, and the spiritual wants of sufferers, far and near, haye 
awakenod some sympathy, as may appear from the subsequent state- 
ment ;—the contributions being $138 put into the boxes for the ordinary 
expenses of the Chapel, for special cases of distress, and for the pay- 
ment of the debt for the erection of the building; $87 as “ Church Of. 
fferings,” divided equally between Diocesan, Domestic, and Foreign 
Missions ; $111 at the Communion ; $60 towards salary of the Organist, 
—making from the Congregation, a total of $526,—besides donations 
from the Communion-Alms of other Churches, to the sum of $155,~ 
and $15 from individuals, in compliance with a proposal made in the 
last Report, and now respectfully repeated, that the Missionary be en- 
trusted with money from the charitable for the relief of cases of special 
emergency. Several such having come under his notice, the smal! sum 
above mentioned has enabled him to render timely assistance,—not 
without regret that he had nothing more at his disposal. Twenty-six 
ersons and families have received frequent aid from the contributions 
at the Communion; and of these, one half are at present monthly pen- 
sioners, almost all of them being helpless females. Of those who have 
lost by the late fire, relief has been extended to fourteen of the most 
needy. 

In review of this year’s experience, the Board and the Society will 
doubtless unite with their Missionary in thanking God and taking cou- 
rage. Many a soul now in bliss may be blessing the Lord for the influ- 
ences of this Mission, and among the living are some who profess to owe 
to it, through the efficacy of His life-giving Spirit, their own entrance 
into the number of His chosen people. Many more, we may trust, will 
be brought by this means to the knowledge of their God and Saviour,— 
and cheered as we should be, though at the prospect only of keeping 
our Mission in its present state of prosperity, our hearts may well 
rejoice yet more at the prospect opening before us for increasing its 
usefulness. An immense work remains for us to do. Nearly half of the 

opulation of our city are yet to be reclaimed from a life of open irre- 
7 es while we are truly glad to hear of the good which may be 
doing for them by others among us, we yet must feel that there is ample 
room for the utmost efforts of our Society. Let us resolve, (the Lord 
being with us,) to put forth more strength. We have gathered thus far 
but a little flock,—and thousands, still astray, are yet to be sought out. 
We need the help of at least another Missionary,—and we would gladly 
call in the aid of pious Laymen to search through the bye-ways of our 
city, for those who never came to any place of worship. The whole 
time of a faithful labourer might, we are persuaded, be well employed 
in doing only this—and more than one additional Congregration might 
thus be formed. In fact, every day’s experince impresses more deeply 
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on your present Missionary the conviction, that, taken up as most of 
his time 1s Of necessity in providing for those already connected with 
St. Stephen’s Chapel, some one else must be found tovlook after the 
others—and hence in the prospect of such a one’s being soon enlisted 
in your service, and with a prayer that he may prove to be indeed “a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,”’ | would commit to the care 
of the Great Shepherd this Congregation of His Poor, and would be- 
speak in behalf of my expected fellow-laborer, and for myself, the con- 
tinuance of your fervent intercessions. 
Respectfully, 
PAUL TRAPIER. 
May 20, 1838. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE “EPISCOPAL 
FEMALE BIBLE, PRAYER BOOK AND TRACT SOCIETY, AT THEIR 
ANNIVERSARY, WHITSUN TUESDAY, 1838. 

The scheme of Christianity surpasses all others in the grandeur and 
benevolence of its design. When a nation has been suffering under the 
misrule of some evil magistrate, we admire and respect the wisdom of 
that statesman who can recover it from the evil consequences of his 
reign and spread prosperity among all classes of the land. But how 
little appear the efforts of statesmen when contrasted with purposes 
which the Son of God came to accomplish! It was not for this city or 
that district, not for this province or the other country that He came to 
bring relief. But undone princes, extensive tribes, suffering nations, 
infinite descriptions of men, differing in language, in manners and in 
rites, were under the iron dominion of Satan, and were blended in one 
common mass as suppliants at the bar of Heaven. To relieve and bless 
these, was Christianity established by the Redeemer. Its design is to 
carry the light of truth, peace of conscience, and the offer of eternal 
life, to every palace, to every hamlet, and to every heart upon the face 
of the whole earth. This was the command of its Divine Founder to 
those whom had appointed as the executors of his purpose: ‘Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.’ 

B order to accomplish this sublime end, innumerable agents must 
be employed in every department of labor. Whilst our conceptions may 
be elevated by contemplating the scheme as a whole, and whilst we are 
to pray for all mankind and labor for them too, so far as the means may 
be in our power, we are still to remember that the more important 
sphere of our efforts is restricted to those by whom we are more imme- 
diately surrounded. It is only by exerting our efforts to have our whole 
community thoroughly pervaded with the sentiments of Christianity, that 
we may hope a more efficient impulse will be given to the propagation 
of those principles abroad. Of this truth the Church seems to be yearly 
more and more convinced ; and as a happy omen of the spirit with which 
this conviction is to be acted upon, we may regard the formation of va- 
rious local Societies for the more efficient prosecution of this end. ‘l'hese 
Societies are not to be regarded as baséd upon principles at variance 
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with those Church; but simply as local and temporary pepe ; 
to aid th® s of the Church to further the great end of its ey 


tence, rs promotion of the Gospel of the grace of God. By * a 
means Laymen, and even females, may be extensively useful Without 
wandering out of their appropriate sphere, or without coming in conflic, 
withthe duties of those whom Christ has appointed to be the rulers of 
the Church and the preachers of the Gospel. Our Society is of the 
character just described. Eleven years since it was organized by those 
who felt that in their individual capacity they were not doing all tha: 
might be done, and under the belief that through combined action muct, 
more might be accomplished. The name of our Society fully sets for! 
the objects for which it was instituted. Accompanied with the influen. 
ces of the Holy Ghost the Bible is itself a most powerful preacher of 
the truth i distribution of it, therefore, must essentially promote 
those ef which are made to esbabiiuh the Kingdom of Heaven. 
When the heart is touched by bereavement, or softened by distress, 0, 
startled by some alarming Providence, if possessed at such a juncture 
by those who would not be at the trouble to procure it for themselyes 
it may arouse the careless, melt the impenitent, and point the returning 
sinner to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world. But 
as prayer should be the first act of all such, and as most persons are 
wont, either through want of knowledge or wanderings of imagina- 
tion, to indulge in wild and erroneous views of the Bible, unless | they 
have some one to guide them as the Ethiopian Eunuch demanded, 
was deemed indispensably necessary to accompany the distribution of 
it with that manual of prayer, as a commentary and directory, which is 
of universal use in our Church. A manual compiled from the Bible and 
from the writings of the most eminent Saints and Martyrs since the 
Apostolic times—a manual sealed with the noblest blood of the English 
Reformation, and consecrated in the affections of all those who acknow- 
ledge the name of Episcopalians. And besides, since experience testi- 
fies that the relation of affecting incidents from real life, or the illustration 
of abstract principles embodied in the form of historical narrative, often 
exercises a powerful influence in awakening the indifferent who are simi- 
larly situated, or in reclaiming the vicious ‘from their apostasy, the So- 
ciety have also included within their province the distribution of Tracts. 










On such principles and with such hopes was this Society opggnized. 
And the Board rejoice in being able to state that their expect have 
not been altogether unrealized. Though many striking cases Of good 


effected by their instrumentality have not been made known to them, 
they have yet abundant reason to believe that their labor has not been in 
vain in the Lord. And they would take this opportunity to acknowledge 
that the want of a more extensive and salutary influence for good is not 
attributable to the absence of the Divine blessing upon their efforts, but 
to the want of more unremitted diligence and zeal on their part. They 
feel that in themselves they have been too remiss in their labors; they 
would now confess their negligence and exhort one another earnestly to 
good works. They feel also that the ladies of our communion have not 
supported them by contributing as their cause deserves ; and in this An- 
nual Report they would present once more their claims before them and 
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the other members of the Episcopal Church. And as\Providence, in 
that sad calamity which has Jaid so large a part of «ir Beloved city 
in ruins, bas been pleased to visit this Society, in hn with 
others and so many of our citizens, with the loss of all theif property, 
they would urge their claims the more earnestly upon every one to 
whom this Report may come, Instead of being depressed or enervated 
by this melancholy event in their history, they desire only to trace in it 
the call of God to more faithfulness and prayer; and would, therefore, 
resolve henceforth to prosecute their duties with renewed energy and 
zeal. 

And does not the present aspect of their sphere of labor call espe- 
cially for their activity and diligence? Have not many of the poor by 
this visitation of Providence been deprived even of the bread of life 
and the comfort of their devotional hours? Ought not those,then, who 
have escaped this calamity, avail themselves of this oppor y to ex- 
tend Spiritual aid to those who have suffered? Are there not thousands 
who, without any injury to themselves, might become subscribers either 
annually or for life? May not numbers now be found also, to whom 
the consolations of religion would be peculiarly acceptable? Are there 
not others too who are in a condition to receive salutary impressions 
from the Word of Life, and from the soothing language of our Heavenly 
prayers, as well as from such Tracts as are adapted to their situation and 
necessities ? Might not those winged messengers of mercy be now sent 
forth to preach the glad tidings of salvation with peculiar efficacy to 
those who are suffering under the loss of their earthly goods? Whilst 
so much is. duing to relieve the bodi/y distresses of the homeless and 
destitute, Might not much also be done at such a time for the souls of 
those who have been deprived of their temporal habitations, in directing 
them seek for an house not made with hands eternal in the Heavens? 
Let all examine themselves and answer to their consciences and their 
Judge. , 

The doings of the last year have not been very extensive and may 
soon be detailed. During the year the Board of Managers held 11 
monthly meetings. ‘They have to report 4 life members, and 14 new 
members, 3 removed from the place, 3 withdrawn, and 7 deaths. The 
Librarian’s report of Tracts and Books issued from the Library would 






be the only correct one; but as all have been burned there can none be 
given year. The Report of the Secretary is very limited, being 
only th@Mumbers personally distributed by the Managers, viz :—Bibles 


97; Testaments 70; Prayer Books 190; Tracts 1532. Sold, 5 Bibles; 
13 Testaments; 77 Prayer Books; and about 1400 Tracts. 

The Board indulge the hope that in the coming year much more will 
be done to further the ends of their organization. 


Note.—It was resolved at the meeting of the Society, that the Board of Managers 
send a copy of this Report to each member and each Minister of the Church in this 
Diocese, with a request that they would endeavor to procure members for the Society. 

In consequence of the total loss by the late fire of the Society's stock of Books and 
Tracts, the Board of Managers respec'fully request, to enable them to repair their loss, 
that cach member would give 50 cents or more. Donations of $10, $4, and amaller 
sums have been received, for which they return their cordial thanks. 

VOL. XV.—No. 5, ° 1Y 








The Quakers—New Publications. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE QUAKERS. 


I never so particularly noticed until to-day, what is said in the Gospe| 
Mes#enger, page 245, vol. xiv. for October, 1837, concerning the Apo 
logy of Robert Barclay. The writer says, that “what Bishop Whit. 
regarded as a remarkable defect in theological literature was, that , 
work of such acknowledged ability as The Apology, should so long haye 
remained unanswered in England and America.” I[ am surprised tha; 
Bishop White never met with George Keith’s answer to Robert Bar. 
clay and to himself. Keith and Barclay were the two men, who re. 
fined upon, and brought George Fox’s system of religion, to its pre- 
sent cecugmeo! perfection. The Quaker religion, was left by Fox ing 
chaotic sta@t®, when he died ; and Keith and Barclay undertook together, 
to bring the scattered materials into order. After a while, Keith say 
his errors and reformed. Having now joined himself to the Church of 
England, he thought it was his duty to give an answer to his own, and 
Robert Barclay’s errors; which he does in a most masterly manner, 
There is nothing in Barclay’s Apology to which he does not reply. He 
takes up the QQuaker system in every particular: He refutes their dic. 
trines ; and besides, he,points out the folly and inconsistency of their 
manners and customs, even down to the capeless coat, and the plain hom 
button. Mr, Keith published Fox’s letters, spelt just as he spelt every 
word ; and he also showed that he was unable to spell correctly, or write 
good sense. He neither understood grammar nor divinity., Mr, Keith 
preserved the letters of Fox in their original state while he lived, tand 
offered to show them to any one who wished to see them. In the year 
1784, [ had the perusal of Fox’s letters as they were published by Keith. 
1 borrowed the book in East-Chester, State of New-York, and | make 
no @oubt but it could be still found there. Mr. Keith brought over 
abundance of the Quakers in Pennsylvania to the Church of England, 
when he came to America as a Missionary. 

SENEX. 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Questions on the Gospel according to St. Matthew: Part I. Quiestions on 
the Acts of the Apostles: Part I. 

These long desired and loudly called for works are just issued by 
our Sunday School Union, having been prepared by a committee ap- 
pointed by that Society and revised by the Executive Committee. We 
welcome them as a means of instruction in the best of books not only 
to Sunday School children but to our young in general, as we cannot 
doubt pious parents and others will avail themselves of them, should 
they be found adapted to their purpose. We prefer questions 
on the Epistles, Gospels and Lessons to these on the whole Bible, 
because the scholar has the advantage of having explained to him 
and being impressed by, the same portions of Scripture which he would 
on the same day hear read iggthe church and probably discoursed upo" 
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by the Minister. But the want of questions on the whole Bible has 
been made the excuse for introducing into our Sunday Schools books of 
that description which were objectionable, and we are glad the excuse 
is now or soon will be inadmissible. We are glad to notice this remark 
respecting the works :—‘ The doctrines of the Church are distinctly set 
forth; that the classes may be built up in our most holy faith. Occa- 
‘sional questions enable the teacher to recommend the disipline and inode 
of worship of the Church; and to keep her sacraments, festivals and 
formularies in the scholar’s view. A frequent reference to the Book of 
‘Common Prayer, and the Psalms and Hymns, it will be found, adds 
greatly to the interest of the classes; and for this purpose, many of the 
supplementary questions at the end of the lessons have been added.” 
We take occasion to express the hope, that books for teaching in our 
Sunday Schools may not be so multiplied or ae to dis- 
parage either as to the attention bestowed upon it, or the time Becupied in 
studying and explaining and enforcing it, our invaluable Church Cate- 
chism. This, and the expositions of it ought to be chiefly used. Com- 
mon sense suggests that to teach principles is far more important than 
the teaching the minute particulars, which make up those books called 
“Bible Questions and Answers.”’ The information they embody, how- 
ever valuable, is surely secondary to the great doctrines and duties set 
forth in the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the 
Sacraments. A Catechetical School, which would be a more suitable 
name for the Sunday School, as conducted among us, implies that the 
book used by all, and more than any other book is “ The Catechism.” 
The Prussian System of Public Instruction, and its applicalnlity to the 
United States. By Calvin E. Stowe, Profsssor of Lane Seminary. 

It appears that in Prussia, secular and religious instruction.are closely 
allied. Not only in the Schools instituted by the government, but in 
all the private Schools, religious instruction is enjoined by law. “Ap- 
propriate,” (we quote from the work before us,) “ religious instruction 
is, 00 no pretence, to be omitted. The time allotted to religious instruc- 
tion, isto be two or three hours each week. ‘Small christian sects 
throughout the country, and Jews also, are permitted to organize ac- 
cording to their particular constitution and discipline, the management 
of th wn schools.’”” The author has these remarks on the impor- 
tant s t: “ The religious spirit which pervades the whole of the 
Prussian system, is greatly needed among ourselves. Without religion 
—and, indeed, without the religion of the bible—there can be no effi- 
cient school discipline. No such thing existed in the institutions of 
Greece and Rome, if we except the stern military institutions of Sparta ; 
and it first commenced in the schools of the christian church. The ex- 
perience of Germany and France has shown that, in christian commu- 
nities, school government cannot be maintained without religious in- 
fluence ; and all the experiments in our own country lead to the same 
result. Religion is an essential element of human nature; and it must 
be cultivated, or there will be distortion of the intellect and affections. 
I doubt not it will be conceded that, if any religious instruction is to be 
given in our schools, the religion of the New Testament is to be pre- 
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ferred to all others.” ° ° “The participation of differen; ; 
sects in the management of schools, must be regulated on different prin. ' 


ciples here from what it is there. There are there, in fact, but two re. ) 
ligious denominations of any extent—the protestant and the catholic: | 
and one or the other of these predominates in every community. Be- 
sides, the religious differences there are not violent, ana there is, em. 
paratively, little of sectarian jealousy. Owing to these circumstances. 
it is easy to avoid encroachments on the rights and feelings of the dij. 
ferent denominations, when legislating expressly with reference to them, 
But here religions denominations are numerous, of equal responsibility, 
_and possessing equal rights. The district schools, instead of being made 
up of two, or, at most, of three religious sects, often comprehend six or 
eight; and it would be impossible to select teachers and school commit. 
tees, Spann to the numerica! proportions of these different 
sects, for fe purpose of satisfying them. In general, men best qualified 
for the station of committees and teachers, must be selected without re. 
ference to their denominational tenets, and the religious instruction jp 
schools must occupy the common ground on which the different sects are 
agreed: and there is more of this common ground than peop!e are apt to 
suppose. All christian sects agree that there is a God, and that the scrip- 
tures are the record of his revealed will. They all agree that Jesus 
Christ is the great Teacher and Saviour of mankind, and that our sal- 
vation depends, in some way, on his merits and sufferings. They all 
agree, that the bible contains a perfect exhibition of our duties to God 
and man, aud that all men are under the most solemn obligations to be- 
lieve its doctrines and obey its precepts; and that there is a day of final 
retribution for all. Here, surely, is common ground enough to form the 
basis of a system of religious instruction, sufficiently extensive for any 
of our educational establishments,”’ In these last opinions, we do not 
concur. The attempt to generalize christianity will not be found easy. 
[t will result in omitting very important principles, and in making the 
instruction consist in the views of the gospel peculiar to the Sclicol: 
master, to whi-h parents who hold different views would object. The 
far better plan would be for each denomination to educate its own youth, 
and why might not the Legislature pay for the poor at such Schools, 
provided they were well conducted, as pay for them, according to the 
present system, at Schools where there is little or no religious instruc- 
tion? The Commissioners appointed by law could as well inspect the 
one kind of Schools as the other, under arrangements with their private 
patrons, 

The House of the Lord: a Sermon, preached at the Consecration of St. 
Paul's Church, Randolph, April 18, 1838. By the Right Reverend 
James Hervey Otey, D. D., Bishop of Tennessee. 

This is a very sensible, practical, Churchman-like Discourse, as the 
following extracts will shew: 

“ The practice so common in this age of converting houses of public 
worship into theatres for the discussion of political matters, and other 
exciting topics of a kindred character, is calculated to defeat totally all 
these excellent ends, and by intermingling worldly thoughts with pious 
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meditations, to deprive men of those very advantages which the ser- 
yices of religion are specially intended to confer. The inconsistency of 
the mass of mankind in Christian lands upon this subject is remarkable. 
We find those in our religious assemblies who hesitate to engage in wor- 
ship, for the alleged reason that the services of the sanctuary are too 
solemn to allow them to participate in them. ‘To partake of the sacra- 
mental elements they would esteem an unpardonable profanation. But, 
in the- eye of God, what is the difference between irreverence in his 
house, and irreverence to his ordinance? The building in the one case, 
and the bread and wine in the other, are set apart and consecrated by 
prayerto a holy purpose ; and it is this, and this only, which fixes upon 
the irreverent use of either the guilt of profanation. As it was the 
temple which sanctified the gold, and the altar which sanctified the gift, 
so it is the peculiar destination of an earthly sanctuary in it@’ being de- 
dicated to the worship of God—in the acknowledgement of his presence 
—and in the intended uses to be made of it in accordance with the pur- 
ses of his revealed will, that ought, in our estimation, to invest it with 
such a measure of sacredness as to defend it effectually from every ap- 
proach to profanity. The disturbing influence of worldly cares should, 
if possible, be banished from such a place. We wish on occasions of 
our assembling together in this place, to call in our wandering thoughts, 
to commune with our own hearts—to review our past lives as they may 
appear to God—to confess our past derelictions—to form holy resolu- 
tions of amendment, and gain strength and grace to bring them to good 
efiect. We desire to bring the influences of religion to bear upon oar 
purpos@siifor the future, and in the performance of its sacred duties to 
gain the Mastery over our corrupt affections.” . s “In this 
temple, erected through the generous liberality of an enlightened, and 
we trust a Christian community, you have the opportunity of availing 
yourselves of those appointed means of grace and salvation, whichGod 
in his mercy and goodness has vouchsafed to his creatures for the attain- 
ment of personal holiness. Here you will come to unite, first of all, in 
a public confession of your manifold sins and iniquities, and to implore 
forgiveness at the hands of Almighty God, our most merciful Father. 
Here your souls will be comforted by the authorized declaration of 
Christ’s minister, that God pardoneth and absolveth all those who trul 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Here you will lift up 
your heafts in praise, in those venerable forms, consecrated not less by 
their antiquity than by the devout usage of the pious in every age and 
nation.” , ° “Their use is warranted by the practice of the 
Old Testament Saints—by the example of Christ and his Apostles—by 
the uniform practice of the Church in its purest days; and experience 
has fully demonstrated that they present the only safe-guard to the people 
against the introduction of heresy and schism by an ambitious ministry, 
Extempore prayer in the Church, is in fact an innovation upon primitive 
practice; and was introduced into England by the emissaries of Rome 
—as an artifice to divide Protestants ; and by producing dissension, and 
inveighing against the Liturgy as only a new edition of the Mass book, 
to bring reformed religion into contempt. When public worship is cele- 
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brated without established and pre-composed forms, the people have no 
the slightest check or control over him who officiates. He puts up or 
petitions, and offers such supplications, and utters such thanksgiving. 
as to his discretion shall seem best, or as may strike his fancy at the mo. 
ment as suitable: nor have those who hear any part or lot in the matzo, 
save and except that they sing by form—no minister having yet beo, 
found of skill sufficient to sing extempore, however mighty in the art o¢ 
making prayer. Upon this subject, the incomparable Jeremy Tatle 
remarks thus—‘ The Church should have pared away all the Canon of 
the Communion, if she had mended her piece at the prescription of the 
Zuinglians; and all her office of baptism, if she had mended by the 
rules of the Anabaptist; and kept up altars still by the example of the 
Lutherans; aud not have retained decency by the good will of the (C4). 
vinists ; aid now another new light has sprung up, she should have po 
Liturgy at all, but the worship of God be left to the managing of chance. 
and indeliberation, and a petulant fancy.’ To that which is properly 
called worship, and which ought indeed to constitute our chief busines 
in the house of God, but which the perverted and irreligious taste at 
fancies of this age, have reduced to a secondary degree of Importance 
—to worship, the Church thought proper to add discourses from the 
minister addressed .to the faithful for their comfort and edification, and 
to unbelievers for their conviction and instruction. This is the only part 
of our service in the sanctuary in which the peculiarities and passions 
of our nature can mingle, Yet even in this the minister is indirectly re. 
strained by being obliged to conform in the doctrine he delivers to the 
principles taught in the authorized formularies of worship ; ahd he must 
be glaringly inconsistent to contradict in his addresses from the pulpit, 
that which he has just acknowledged as the truth of God, with Ins lips, 
at the sacred desk.” 
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The Book of Common Prayer, with the Rubrics printed in Red Ink. 


This edition of The Book of Common Prayer has been pronounced 
the best octavo edition in existence. The type is entirely new and the 
aper excellent. The Bubrics were superintended by the Rev. Dr. 
Whittingham, of the Theological Seminary; and the whole Book, to- 
gether with the new Metre Psalms and Hymns, passed under the in- 
spection of the Rev. Dr. Bayard, appointed by Bishop Onderdonk for 
that purpose. Price, per copy, from three to seven dollars, according 
to the style of binding, the paper being the same in all. “ We have not 
seen g0 fine an edition as this from the American press. It is a large 
volume, printed in fair large type, upon good paper; and what adds 
much to its value, the Rrubrics are printed in red /etter, as their name 
indicates that they always should have been. This arrangement renders 
the use of the devotional services of the Church more convenient, es 
pecially to congregations; and, besides, it beautifies the page, and re- 
vives our old associations of the primitive Prayer Book. We hope the 
Episcopal Church will patronise the publication as it deserves.”—Ne- 
York Gazette. 
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SELECTIONS. 
ot — 
ch INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS. 
8, Messrs. Editors :—In the February number of the Gospel Messen- 
0. r, is a valuable article on introducing Christian instruction into the 
r, daily Schools—to which, the following remarks of the celebrated Cotton 
n Mather, taken from a late number of a periodical, where they are re- 
f ublished, may be considered a proper appendix. 
ir « Pastors, uphold and cherish good Schools in your towns, and be pre- 
if yailed upon occasionally to vise them. That holy man, Mr. Thomas 
Pp White, expressed a desire, ‘that able and zealous Ministers would some- 
2 times preach at. the Schools; because preaching is the converting ordi- 
nance, and the children will be obliged to hear with more attention in 


| the School than in the congregation ; and the Ministers might here con- 

) descend to such expressions as might work most upon them, and yet not 
be so fit fora public congregation.’ I have read the following account 
of one who was awakened by this advice to act accordingly: At certain 
times he successively visited the Schools. When he went to a School, 
he first offered a prayer for the children as much adapted to their condi- 
tion as he could make it. Then he went through the catechism, or as 
much of it as he tought necessary ; making the several children repeat 
the several answers; but he divided the questions that every article in 
the answers might be understood by them; expecting them to answer 
yes or no, to each of these divisions, He also put to them such ques- 
tions as would make them see and own their duties, and often express 
a resolution to perform them. ‘Then he preached a short sermon to 
them, ledingly plain on some suitable scripture, with all possible in- 
genuity and earnestness, in order to excite their attentive regard. After 
this he singled out a number of scholars, perhaps eight or ten, and bid 
each of them turn to a certain scripture, which he made them read to 
the whole School; giving them to see, by his brief remarks upon it, 
that it contained something which it particularly concerned children to 
take notice of. Then he concluded with a short prayer for a blessing 
on the School and on the Tutors.” 


SALVABILITY OF THE HEATHEN. 

Messrs. Editors: —There was a time when, as I verily believe, few 
Churchmen, m America at least, could be found who denied the possi- 
bility of salvation toa heathen. But now this horrible, and I hesitate 
not to say anti-scriptural notion, is gaining more and more converts, 
Bishop White has published a very able article on this subject,* and it 
was not long since observed by an erudite and very discriminating 
theologian, that he knew no thesis which he would find it more easy to 
establish than the salvability of a heathen. The Editor of the Chureh- 
man has ably vindicated the truth on this subject, and I ask a place in 
the “Gospel Messenger” for the following extracts frum his paper of 
May 12. 

“In the present state of the Christian Church the question is not one 
of mere curiosity. A positive view, whether right or wrong, as to the 





* See his “ Calvinism and Amenianism Compared,” vol. I. 
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future dondition of the Heathen has taken possession of the public 
mind. The mildest form of this view 48; that the Christian revelatiog 
makes no provision for the salvation of the heathen world; and th 
harshest form of it is, that all to whom the offer of the Gospel (as the 
phrase is commonly understood) is notumade, are left to sink into per- 
dition. Nor is this view merely a batren speculation. Like all other 
Opinions, it has its influence on practice, According as the opinion is 
esteemed true or false, its practical results will be regarded as good or 
bad. In our judgment, the view is every way false; and we therefore 
describe its eflects by saying that it nursegin the public mind a gloom 
and despondency not authorized by the Scriptures, stimulates the Church 
to a morbid acti ity, and is calculated to beget ill-judged efforts in the 
propagation of the Gospel.” ‘“ We apprehend that the only impor 
tant differences on these subjects must, afier all, by every. consistent 
thitiker, be resolved intoahe question, whether the atunement was uni- 
versal or partial ! designed for all mankind or for a certain number! 
° ® “In no part of Scripture is the blood of Christ con- 
nected with our faith, as its special object, but every where it is men- 
tioned in terms which indicate the fact or the mode of the propitiation, 
reconciliation, or redemption made in our behalf. (See Eph. 1.7: Col. 
‘i. 14: Heb. ix. 21, 22.) Rom, iit. 25, is the only text pretended, and 
that it gives no such sense can be abundantly proved.” . ° 
** For as many as have sinned without law shall perish without law.’ 
In this passage ‘ without Jaw’ must mean without the full law of revela- 
tion. It cannot mean without law absolutely, for where there is no law 
there 1s no transgression and no room for judgment. ‘The meaning is 
therefore, that as many as have sinned without the law of rev@lation, or 
under what is commonly called the law of nature, shall perish or be 
condemned by the law of nature. Hence we infer that the rule judg- 
ment in the case of the Heathen, &c., shall be the law under which 
they lived. To this weemay add the declaration that ‘a man shall be 
accepted according to that which he had, and not according to that 
which he had not.” The same is further apparent from the twenty: 
fifth chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel, in which our Saviour himself 
gives a description of the general judgment. In the parable of the 
talents, which forms the first part of the chapter, our Lord evideutly 
prescribes the rule by which he will proceed in the judgment of his 
Charch, the peculiar privileges and truths of which are compared to 
divers talents committed in special trust to its members. In the latter 
part ofthe chapter, however, there is reason to believe that he de- 
scribes the rule by which he will proceed in the judgment of the Hea 
then. In the first part of the description we read, that after the Son of 
man, having come in his glory and all his angels with him, is seated on 
the throne of his glory, before him shall be gathered all nations. Now 
the ex pression ‘the nations’ is generally used in the Bible to designate 
the Heathen, and the original word is the same from which the term 
Heathen is derived. And when the righteous and the wicked recetve 
their Fespective seutences, they are both represented as disclaiming all 
knowlédge of our Saviour, a disclaimer which could not in truth be made 
by Chaistians or members of the Christian Church; * Lord, saw we thee 
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thee an hungered and fed thee,” &c.; “‘ When saw we thee naked we 
eluted thee,”’ &e. This disclaimer, in counexion with the usual import 
of the term ‘the nations,” has been thought by a divine who was as far 
F as possible from the affectation of singularity or novelty, and whose dis- 
courses have been pronounced on no mean authority to be ‘ worthy of 
the best days of English theology,” to be a solid reason for restricting 
this part of the description of the general judgment to the case of the 
Heathen. But if we eximaine the rvle of judgment bere observed, we 
shall find it to be entirely different from that described in the parable of 
the talents. It will be found to turn exclusively ou such deeds as na- 
tural philanthropy prompts us to perform: such as feeding the hungry, 
giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, ministering to the sick, 
and visiting the prisoners. Now if the term ‘all nations’ may be re- 
stricted to the Heathen, then we are left iu no doubt as to the rule of 
judgment in their case. Lf, however, the term ‘all nations’ be under- 
stood to comprehend Christians as well as Heathens, still, inasmuch as 
the furmer part of the description, viz. the parable of the talents, re- 
veals the rule of judgment for the Christian Church; and inasmuch as 
the Heathen have had no talents, in the distinctive sense of the term, 
envirusted to them, it will follow, that while the Christian »s concerned 
iv both parts of the description, the latter part is that only in which the 
Heathen are concerned. In either case therefore we may salely con- 
clude that it is not the law of God, as fully revealed in the Gozpel, but 
the law of Gol, so far as it is manifestel to reason by the light of nature 
aud traditionary revelation, which will be the rule of judgment in the 
case of the Heathen. We are now prepared for the two sublime pas- 
sages of holy Writ which describe the most august and tremendous 
spectacle which the human mind can cuntemplate. St. Paul writes,— 
‘We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.’ And a greater than 5t. Paul declares, that 
‘the hour is coming in which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice and come fourth; they that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil unte the resurrection of damnation.’ 

“The criterion of the general judgment as exhibited in these sublime 
passages, is not an explicit faith in Christ, ora specific faith in the efh- 
cacy of his blood for the remission of sins: if it were there would be no 
room for jadzment, in the proper sense of the term, in the case of the 
Heathen, as they would ali be subjected to a common sentence of con- 
demnation. Bat the criterion is made to be our deeds or wiarks. The 
only question therefore that can be raised is, Can the Heathen perform 
govol works?! To this question the answer has been given. We have 
showa that they possess the preventing aad assisting grace of God; that 
they possess some knowledge of his truth, and thus they are capacitated 
to exercise a faith which will be the germ of gool works. We have 
showa, also, that the quality of their works will b+ estimated by the law 
under Which they live. We conclude, therefore, that Heathens as well 
as Unbristians will be enabled, throug’) the merits of their common Sa- 
Vivar, ty stand ia judgment; thar among Heathen as well as C iristians 
there will be found pious and acceptable spirits, who will be justified 
VOL. XV.—-we. 5. oo 20 
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hy the b'ond of sprinkling, and be admitted i in‘o the mansions of the 
blessed.” * ® ©{fthe views which are here a lvanced meet the appro. 
bation of those who have drunk of the same feu stain with ourselves, thyj¢ 


is all we have reason to expect. To avert the displeasure of those who 
are chained downto the popular theology of the day—a the ology whieh 
was begotten at Geneva, cradled under the rebellion of Oliver Cp. 

well, thence transported to our infant settlements, and thus by one of 
the merest accidents of the humau mind instated in a plenitude of des. 
potism over the American people—and who are perpetually trimming 
to catch every breath of applause which *other denominations’ may 


blow upon their sails, is an honor to which we do not aspire.” 


Address on the state of a Parish.—Tae Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Rector of 
Christ Church, Middletown, Ct. on Exnster Monday last, made an address 
te his people, Raton which is extracted the remarks below. The SU ges. 
tion is a good one, and has been acted on for many years in a Parish of 
this Diocese; the time seleeted for this purpose being the firs: Sunday 
in January. Perhaps Easter Monday, on which day the old Wardens and 
Vestry terminate and their sueeessors commence their services, wou'd 
be a more appropriate time. * Admirable as our general arrangement is, 
it has long appeared to me that another practice, instrumental of good, 
might be added, which would render our system mere perfect. lL mean 
that as the Bishop of the Diocese makes an annual address to the Con- 
vention, so the Rector of each parish should make an address to his pa- 
rishioners at their Easter meeting. The analogy would be strictly ob- 
served by a review of his ministrations the past year, and of all the pros- 
perous or adverse events which have happened to the parish. These 
would naturally lead to such suggestions as he and the Wardens and 
Vestry, might think fit to be acted upon at the annual mecting for the 
future regulation of the parish. Sueh addresses would in the course of 
time become valuable documents for the history of the parish. They 
wouldebe in fact, a body of cotemporaneous history ; and as the whole 
Diocese is made up of the several parishes, they would furnish to the 
future Eeclesiastial Historinn, a sure and safe guide in his search after 
authorities, It would have another good effect. ~ According to out pre- 
sent arrangement, parochial reports are made to the Bi- hop, and ure 
printed in ‘the jonruals of Convention. Every faithful minister to whom 
the concerns of his parish are dear, is tempte d to enlarge upon a favorite 
topic, till the re ports become so voluminous as to occupy too lage a 
spacéin the proceedings of the Convention. This obliges the Bishop to 
abridge them, and often leads to the opposite extreme of a meagre and 
j june enumeration of baptisms, marriages and deaths. But if the prac- 
tice [ have mentioned should be incorporated into our system, it would 
give the Rector an opportunity of saying all that in the fullness of his 
heart he may wish to say; and also of saying it to those who will be 
most interested in its det: sills, and mest benefited by the zeal of its au- 
thor. A judicious summary of his address can be presented to the 
Bishop, while the address itself will be deposited for the instruction of 
posterity, in the archives of his parish.” 
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OVER WORK. 
An extract in the Churchman of this week from the journal of a young 

Clergyman, who is suffering from excessive labor, induces me to ex- 

press my opinion in reference to the unreasonable demands made on 

our Clergy. It seems to me, Mr. Editor, to be a subject worthy the 
most serious Consideration, when we perccive so many of this invalu- 
able class of men going down to the grave in early life, and others, who 
have hardly reached their meridian, disabled and resting from their la- 
burs. Now, Sir, it is not to be denied that our people Want too many 
sermons from them; more than they can either compose or preach, 
without injuring their health. [have beard many Clergymen say, and 
among them the most eminent, that they could not write more than two 
sermons in a week; and T have heard those whe are among the most 
robust say that they could not perform the services and preach more 
than twice on Sunday, without feeling the il efleets of their labors Re- 
ally, Sir, we treat our Clergy, us though they had lnogs of brass, and 
constitutions of irow, when we require three services on Sunday, and 
but too frequently, a lecture or a Bible-Class, &c. during the week. If 
we wish to save the lives of our Clergy, we must notmake such demands 
upon them. And, Sir, lam far from being persuaded that we are alto- 
gether “clear of their blood,’ 1. e. thet we are not criminal in the 
sivht of God, if we are accessary to the destruction of their health 
and life. Of one thing I am certain, if we /ove them we will not make 
such uureasonable demands upou them.— Utica Gos, Mess. 

— SS 
POETRY. 
ICR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON THE NEW ST. PHILIP’S BEING OPENED FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP, 
MAY 3d, 183. 

Haggai, Ist ch. 8th v. and 2d ch. 9th v.—* Build the house and I will take pleasure in 
it—and [ will be glorified, saith the Lord. ‘The glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than the former, saitu the Lord.” 

To our New Zion. shout “Grace! Grace "”’ 
Within her consecrated walls; 


May God's pure Spirit fill the place, 
To answer when the contrite calls, 


Betiold from dust her head is rais'd! 
Incense upon her shrine is laid! 

Jehovah's hallow’d naine be prais'd, 
That thus he hath his trath display‘d! 


“ Another temple ye shall build, 
“To nil iny holy cause; 
“Tt with my glory shall be fill’d, 
“ And there ye shall proclaim my laws.” 


Behold the open doors invite 

The wearied pilgrim to come in! 
That Christ may make his “ burden light,” 
And cleause his soul from guilt and sin. 














Religious Intelligence. 


Behold the joyous, happy throng, 
Within her courts wh» gladly press! 

Hark! how they swell the choral song, 
And our Redeemer’s mercy bless! 


























Behold the minist’ring Priests who stand 
Beside the altar’s sacred board! 
T’obey the solemn, last command, 
Of their once slain, but risen Lord ' 


Behold the monumental stone 
That inarks Ais* quiet place of rest! 
It telis us do as he has done, 
If we would stand the judgment’s test! 


All .his we view, but God alone, 
Thankful or careless hearts can see ; 
Whether we bow li fore his throne, 
Or only seem to bend the knee. 


tLike her who o’er the piece she found, 
In raptur'd joy, now wept, now smil’d; 

$Or like the father’s halls which sound 
With welcome to his humbled child; 


Or like the mother, who in tears, 
Bent o’er her on/y son’s sad bier; 
Rejoiced that Jesus mark’d her cares, 

nd gave her back her lifeless heir ; 


We too should gladly smile and weep, 
For our long-ost has been restor'd ; 

Our hearts a festival should keep, 
And God forever be ador’d. 


Oh! may no cold, unmeaning form, 
The place of true devotion take ; 
That He no more with vengeful storm, 
May ruin of our Zion make! 
JULIA 


* Mr. Cobia, buried beneath the altar. 
15th chapter Luke. t Prodigal Son. | Widow of Nain. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Monthly Missionary Lecture —It was delivered as usual on the firs 
Thursday in June, and the amount received was $27. 

Sunday School Anniversary.—Vhe annua! meeting of the Treachers 
and Children of the P. E. Sunday Schools in Charleston was held on 
Whitsun Tuesday last; after Divine Service and an Address to the 
Children by the Rev. Mr. Howard, acollection of $27 65 was made 
for the use of the Schouls. 


Domestic: and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—T\v 
“Spirit of Missions” for June contains letters from twelve Domestic 
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and Foreign Miasionaries. It is a good suggestion from the Editors 
o> the “ Board of Missions’? should be remembered in the private 

vers of the “ Church at large.” The printing on the cover of this 
amber, prayers prepared by two of our Bishops, was probably intended 
to assist the pious in that reasonable service. The amount reported for 
Domestic Missions is $2.957—from South-Carolina, $1,276. For Fo- 
reign Missius, $6,197—from South-Carolina, 82,582. The amount 
contributed by St. Philip’s Church for Domestic Missions, is se¢ down at 
$353. This is a great mistake. It was probably (for we have not at 
hand the documents) not one-third of that sum. There may be other 
errors. 

Pennsylvania.—At the 54th Annual Convention, held May 15-17— 
were present, the Bishop, 45 of the Clergy, and about 100 of the Laity. 
There are in this Diocese 86 Clergymen, 24 candidates for orders, and 
99 organized Congr ‘gations. The following addition was made to the 
Constitution. “ When any Church which as been admitted a member 
of the Convention of this Diocese, shall, for three years, have made no 

arochial report to the same, no missionary report being made in its be- 
half, and, during the same period, shall neither have employed a clergy- 
man as its parish minister, nor requested of the Bishop to have the ser- 
vices of a missionary, the said Church shall no longer have a right to 
send a deputy or deputies to the Convention; and it shall be the dut 
of the Convention to declare the same. But any such Church shail 
again acquire that right, if, on us application, accompamied with a re- 
port of its condition satisfactory on the potnts herein mentioned, the 
Convention shall agree thereto: and this right shall take effect from and 
after the rising of the Convention so agreeing.” ‘The amount of the 
“ Episcopal Fund” is $16,082. 

Bishop White Prayer Book Society.—We regret to have to state that 
this important, and already very useful Society, is not as much encou- 
raged as it should be, and as it might reasonably be expected it would 
be. It appears from the filth annual report, (May 16, 1838,) that the 
receipts during the year amounted to $1,198, and the number of copies of 
the Prayer Book distributed was 4,987, in 17 reg ons—total since its 
formation, 17,671 copies. These extracts are irstructive and interesting ; 
“ Never has there been such a demand for the assistance which the So- 
ciety was designed to furnish, as existat the present moment. Obedi- 
ent to the prophetic injunction,— Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee,’—the Church has ‘ put on 
her strength,” and ‘ breaking forth on the right hand and on the left,’ 
is increasing with a rapidity unknown in her previous history. She is 
daily ‘eularging he place of her tent, and causing the desolate cities to 
be inhabited ;’ people who once knew her not, now come to ‘the bright- 
ness of her rising ;’ and, not unfrequently, even ‘the sons of those who 
once afflicted her,’ may be found among her warmest advocates," * ® 
"The whole amount of books circulated by us, bears a very small pro- 
potion to the present demand ; aud when it is recollected how rapidly 
that demand is augmeuting, and how greatly the Prayer Book conduces 
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to the successful ministrations both of our miszionary and other cloro. 
the necessity of amore general, vigorous, and concentrated eff rt Sse inn 
distribution, most press strongly on the conscience of every true Ey... 
copalian.” af . “It is an indisputable fact, strikinely jj), 
trative of the conservative influence of the Liturgy, that there is a 
sing'e instance of an E jiscopal congregation falling into doctrinal error 
and separating from our communiun.” - 


a 


Pews in an old Church—tIn Christ Church, Lageaster county, V, 
built in 1731, the pews, in addition to bigh backs, which always cop. 
cealed the family, and prevented any of them from eazing around, When 
sitting or kneeling ; had a railing of brass rods with damask curtains put 
around the top of the pew, except the part apposite the pulpit, in order 
it is supposed, to prevent the indulgeuce of curivsity when standing. 


Bishop Mead’s Address, 


Innovations.—\n one instance lately a preacher of the P. E. Church 
was followed by two others—that is, (if we do not misunderstand it,) 
there were three Sermons one alter the other. Oue of oar Churches 
was lately opened on two successive days, four times each day. Where 
was the time left “inwardly to digest” the truths they heard? “ The 
Sermon was followed by an exhoration.” “ After the Sermon and a 
hymn, the congregation was address-d from the chancel by another 
brother. These addresses, (we are told,) though not so comely as the 
regular aud more refined exhibitions of truth, are clothed with more 
abun. Jant comelines,” &c.. * The Sermon to night was addressed to the 
gentlemen,” 


Fanatical developements.— The Bible—F. K. has a system of getting 
along with very little use of it, and during all his great meeting, he never 
once told us to study it, nor do L believe that any of his converts spent 
an hour in a week in reading it. The means of grace—we don’t think 
much of them. The sinner must submit. Submission, that’s all, aud you 
have religion at once: that’s the beauty of the new system. 


Church Pastoral Aid Society.—It was organized in Great Britain 
in 1836, and its object is the support of Clergymen and Lay Ageuts, 
under the direction of the incufbents in Parishes or districts which 
need such adJitional Ministers aud Lay-Teachers, or catechists Its 
income the first year was $40,000, derived from the contribution of the 
members. It maintains already 85 Clergymen and 14 Lay Assistants, 
for the help of the incumbents of 89 Parishes and 747,000 people. 

Society fot the employment of additional Curates.—This is a newly 
instituted Sotiety. [ts income in 1837 was about $130,000. 

European Missionary Society.—lt is sustained almost exclusively by 
membtikeiot the Church of England, and has 15 Missionaries in Frauce; 
in Switzerland, Corsica and Lisbon, 1 each. 

Inadequacy of Clerical Support.—In Great Britain, as in America, 
many of the Clergy derive a large portion of the support for themselves 
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and families from their own private income—indeed, they spend the 
whole of that, added to their Ministerial salary, for the benefit of the 


Church. 


[uteresting Charity —Miss Ann Bearparker, of the old town, Wot- 
ton Underedge, a few weeks before ber decease, completed the ar- 
rangements she had been making for some time to found av alms-house 
or hospital for five poor meu and five poor women, being old inhabi- 
tants of her wative town, and members of the Chareh of Kagland, In 
each tenement, which contains three rooms, besides closets, &c., she 
placed a bible and prayer book of large print for the perpetual nse of 
the alms person wccupying it, and in addition, gave 3,0004 sterling to 
the vicar and two other gentlemen in Wotton Underedge, as trustees, 
to pay to each of the inhabitants and their successors, three shillings 
each, once out of the interests arising from this money, to be put out to 
use at the discretion of the trustees, The cottages are most delightfully 
situated on an Eminence retired from the public road, and very near to 
the church. Tn the front of each rank of tenements she placed a stone 
tablet describing the nature of the gifts; and she has left a bedy of or- 
dinances tor the management of the charity. 

The Lord’s day reverenced.—A charity in England lately received 
$250 trom the Liverpool and Manchester Railway iirectors, being 
“part of a sum received for Sunday travelling, refused by sundry 
shareholders.” 

The Church and the School —There is a natural alliance between 
these. So thought our fathers, Close by the Church, and under its direc- 
tion was placed the School. Aud the custom ts still kept up, to a cer- 
tain extent, in Great- Britain, (we wish we could say so invariably,) there 
and i our country, “ None,” says a correspondent of the Episcopal 
Recorder, “can pass St. Panl’s (Londen) without having his heart 
warmed with the sight of the School of the same name, for the educa- 
tion of boys in the doctrines of Christianity, as taught in the Established 
Church, which supports and educates 153 charity scholars, many of 
whom have risen tu the highest rank in literature.” 

Surplice—Said President Stiles to the Rev. Dr. Hubbard, “ There 
“is one thing in your Church, which I wish were introduced into oar 
“own, | meau the White Surplice, it is so very becoming.” 

; A wise oll Man.—At 80 he was seen studying the Bible with great 
interest. With tears in his eyes he said to one who noticed him, “I 


hres to study the Bible in Heaven, and am uot too old to study it 
ere.” 


Man's Judgment.—A Missionary in India, in a recent letter says, 
“The souls of great numbers are now every week (as the cholera is 
raging) going down to Hell.”” Man! who made thee a judge? With 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged. 
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Chimney Sweeping by Machinery —* U have never (remarkeu a ¢ 
tian philanthropist in the Church of England Magazine) permits, 
climbing boys to sweep my chimueys, atic hy ive never expert iva 
slightest inconve nience from the use of machinery. The practicy 
employing clildren to sweep chirnneys is a disgrace to a civilized , 
munity.’ 
Tadustry a Christian duty.—Among all those (says Dr. Dwight 

within my knowledge have appeared to become sincerely penitent g 


reformed, | recollect only a single lazy man, and de became industrivys 


from the moment of his apparent, | doubt uot, reai conversion, 


<< AGLOE ey on 2 Aaa — 


Married, 
On the 19th June, Dr. RICHARD L. NORTH to Miss MARTHA GERVAIS 
daughter of the Kev. P. T. Gervais. 
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Episcopal Act. 
ORDINATION, 

By the Right Rev. N. Bowen. D D. Bishop of South-Carolina —The Rev. Stepher 
Elliott, Jr., Deac on, Professor of Moral Science in south-Carolina College, Was a 
mitted to Priest’s Orders, on Sunday, the 24th June, im St. Michaei’s Church, Charies 
ton: the Kev. Dr. Adams, the Rey. Dr Gadsden, the Rev. Wiiliam H. Barnwelj, « 
Rev. P. T. Keith, being present and assisting. 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro!ina ~ 
The Treasurer Reports Miss Juliet G Elhott as a Life Member, paying 350) 

The Librarian re ports, as presented by the tig ht Rev Dr. Bowen, IL copies * Chne 
tian Consolation,” &c. By Rev. M. H. Lance, * Ceeii’s Remains;” * L aming’s De. 


sertations upon various subjects,” &c.; * siatedl tlocution ;” * Burkitt's Poor Maus 


Help.” By Rev. P. H. Foiker, ** Family Sermons.” 
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TO A CORRESPONDENT. 
We regret that *‘ The Conclusion of a Sermon,” on a late afflicting occasion, waste- 
ceived tuo late for the present number. 





CALENDA R FOR JULY. 


1. 3d Sunday after Trinity. 22. es: Sunday after Trinity. 
8. 4th Sunday after Trinity. 25, James. 
15. Sth Sunday after Trinity. 29. oth Sunday after Trinity. 


ERRATA. 


Page 97, lime 14 from top. dele ‘as. 

Page 9s, line 4 from top, for Committee, read “ community.” 

Page 108, line 17 from top, for involved, read invoked. 

Page 105, line 22 from top, for ser: rapbim, read teraphim. 

Page 122, line 17 from end, for ** Protestant Missionary Association,’ 
lectors.”” 

Page 149. line 1. for “ chastising,” read late chastening. 

In May Number, page 91, line 5 from top, for * Truth,” read Faith. As the | 
ern Churchman” bas sepublishtd “the Hyman,” it is requesied to mk e the above & 


recudn. 


read “ C 
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